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WINTER LOOSENS ITS GRIP 
 
Several days of above normal temperatures quickly melted most 
of the snow that was piled up at the beginning of February.  Grain 
movement resumed as snow drifts melted around grain bins, 
although lower prices discouraged sales.  Livestock feeding 
requirements diminished due to greater availability of corn 
stubble.  Tax work, machinery maintenance and repair, and daily 
chores kept farmers busy during the month. 
 
The average depth of snow cover at the end of February was 
1 inch, well below last year’s 7 inches of snow cover.  Reporters 
estimated the average depth of frost penetration at 15 inches, 
equal to last year’s estimate.  Soil moisture availability rated 
2 percent short, 79 percent adequate, and 19 percent surplus.  
Grain movement for the State was rated at 32 percent none, 39 




Availability of hay and roughage supplies was rated 9 percent 
short, 79 percent adequate, and 12 percent surplus.  Reporters 
rated the quality of hay and roughage supplies at 10 percent poor, 
48 percent fair, and 42 percent good.  Utilization of stubble fields 
for grazing rated 41 percent none, 29 percent limited, 24 percent 
moderate, and 6 percent extensive. 
 
Hog and pig losses in February were rated at 13 percent below 
average, 81 percent average, and 6 percent above average.  Cattle 
and calf losses were rated 15 percent below average, 78 percent 
average, and 7 percent above average. 
 
IOWA PRELIMINARY WEATHER SUMMARY 
 February 2009  
Provided by State Climatologist Harry Hillaker 
 
Harry Hillaker’s information will be posted as soon as it becomes 
available. 
 
                                                                                            
Snow Cover and Frost Penetration for the Month of February 
Districts 
Item 
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 Precipitation (rain, melted snow or ice) in inches.  Precipitation Days = Days with precipitation of 0.01 inch or more.  Air Temperatures in Degrees Fahrenheit.  
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 PRESRT STD 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 
USDA 
PERMIT NO. G-38 
